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of the times knows that the seed that has long been abundantly
scattered over Turkey by the zealous agents of the Bible Society,
has not all fallen by the wayside; but, owing mainly to American
Missionaries, has in many places sprung up; and that Protestant
congregations have even been formed in Brusa, the original
Ottoman capital, and in other places in Asia Minor, the re-
puted last home of Islam. The Mohammedan system is a palace
of antiquated architecture, not in keeping with the neighbouring
buildings, undermined and nodding to its fall. It has from
the first appealed lo the sword, but the sword to which it owed
its rapid progress is no longer in the hands of its supporters;
and while the zeal of its real adherents has cooled, a mystical
pantheistic philosophy, fostered by their most admired poets,
has long superseded, among the men of letters, the simple
unitarianism of the Koran, while European knowledge is
gradually spreading in the masses of the Moslem population
which are under the authority or within reach of the influence
of France and England. The Sultan may be said only to
exist by their sufferance. Algeria has been for more than a
quarter of a century a province of France.; and we trust that
from Sierra Leone a better civilization, founded not upon the
Koran but the Bible, will penetrate the interior of Africa; and
England is pressing more and more upon Islam in the east

Inclia was one of the latest acquisitions of Mohammed; for
idolatry reigned there without control, and was first disturbed in
the eleventh century by Mahmud, the far-famed Sultan of Gazna.
A-gj This prince, of Turkish extraction, having formed between
to   Persia and India a kingdom, which has, under different dynasties
1028* and names, continued to subsist, was impelled by religion and by
covetousness to enter the Punjab, which had been molested by
no invader since Alexander.    His title was invented for him
by the Khalif; and as it was his reward as champion and ex-
tender of the faith, it has, in the estimation of pious Moslems,
a sacred dignity, which deems it profaned when transferred to
a Christian monarch.    Yet though he added Lahore to his
dominions, he was rather the plunderer than the conqueror of
India, and his fame rests on the treasures in gold and precious